
them boarded up.  Often landlords 
deliberately withhold property from 
the market in order to protect prices 
and rental rates.  

The policy is aimed at ensuring 
that no property or plot of land 
remains vacant while people are in 
need of housing.

Last year the city authorities 
wrote to 14 Banks and investment 
companies, the owners of hundreds 
of apartments, giving them 30 days 
to have tenants in those properties.  

If the properties remain empty 
after the notice expires compulsory 
purchase orders (at 50% of market 
value) and/or fines may be issued.  
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“There is but one ideal – an Ireland ruled, and owned by Irish men and women, sovereign and independent from the centre to the sea.” James Connolly.
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Eagarfhocal
Tá cúpla rud spéisiúil ins an eagrán 

seo d’ár bpáipéir.
An chéad rud na go bhfuilimid 

ag dul chun gníomh agus agóid 
phoiblí maidir leis an easpa ciall 
a bhaineann le polasaí sláinte an 
Rialtais i dtaobh Covid19.  Easpa 
ciall mar ní oibríonn sé, agus tá sé 
ag déanamh dochair mór dár sláinte 
agus do chúrsaí geilleagar na tíre.

Ach, b’fhéidir go bhfuil rud éigean 
níos measa ná easpa ciall taobh thiar 
den pholasaí céanna.

Is léir go bhfuil fiacha móra á gcur 
orainn, agus go mbeidh orainn íoc 
as am éigean ins na blianta amach 
romhainn.

Níl sé de nós ag na bainc mhóra 
airgead a thabhairt saor in aisce 
d’aoinne. Ní raibh riamh béile saor 
ar fáil dúinn, tuigeann muid sin, ach 
cad ba chúis leis an bpolasaí?

Ta mór chuid airgead ag dul go 
dtí na comhlachtaí cógais dos na 
vacsaíní agus dos na Bainc mar ús ar 
na bhfiacha, tá na € trilliúin i gceist.

Bí cinnte go bhfuil géarchéim nua 
eacnamaíochta ag teacht, go toban.  

Have a story to tell?
We can be contacted on
email: info@cppc.ie

You can help by taking 
any number of papers for 

distribution among friends
Diarmaid Ó CADHLA, editor. 

Mobile 086-3805005  

There is a better way to treat 
Covid19 than lockdown, it needs 
to focus on  the vulnerable and  on 
preventative care in the community.

We remind people that vitamin D 
supplements are effective.

Civil Rights are being trampled 
on, our fundamental human right 
to meet, work, travel and be the 
primary judge of our own health 
care is being denied.

Rights enshrined in Bunreacht 
na hÉireann, the Constitution, are 
denied without any vote of the 
citizens.  No Ministerial order, 
enactment or regulation is allowed to 
deny a provision of our Constitution.

Because we are against lockdown, 
and because we say the Government 
is not telling the truth, does not mean 
we deny the danger to public health.

By now we must all know of 
people who died due to Covid19. In 
many cases people have died alone, 
lonely deaths, with families unable 
to comfort loved ones or to grieve 
properly on their passing.  

We also know people who have 
died in desperation, adding to the 
growing rate of suicide. 

There is a better way to treat 

Barcalona Shows the Way on Pubic Housing
If a property is unoccupied for a 

period of 2 years it can be seized and 
converted into public housing.

Like most others places, the price 
of property and rents in Barcelona 
has increased dramatically over the 
last few years, they are faced with a 
serious housing crisis.

However, as far back as 2016 
the city of Barcelona responded to 
this crisis with an effective policy.  
They introduced a law to take 
vacant properties into forced rent 
agreements from their owners, so that 
they could be used to accommodate 
people in need of housing.  

Last year they extended these 
powers, now can take empty 
apartments into full city ownership 
at just 50% of their market value.

The idea of this policy is to force 
banks and other landlords to put 
properties (possibly repossessed 
during financial crisis) onto the 
rental market rather than leaving 

We have 970 actual families living 
in emergency accommodation, 385 
of these are in Cork.

Cork City has an additional 4,000 
families in either HAP or RAS 
schemes, all of these are homeless 
but are not ‘officially’ classified as 
such.  The state is spending between 
€1,000 and €3,000 per month to 
subsidise rents paid to private 
landlords under the HAP and other 
rent support schemes, this level of 
funding would itself pay the cost of 
constructing houses, but logic has 
long since left the issue.  

At the same time Cork City 
Council has 400 empty public 
housing units, out of it’s stock of 
over 10,000.

Shamefully, it takes City Hall an 

Meanwhile in Ireland, the Housing Crisis is Dragged off the Streets by Gardaí & Councils
average of nearly 18 months to bring 
a vacant house back into use - at an 
exaggerated cost of over €30,000 
each. By contrast, the County 
Council puts vacant houses back 
into use after 23 weeks, at just over 
half the cost per unit.

Even at City Hall’s inflated cost, 
just €12 million would recover 
all of the 400 houses and leave 
no Cork family in emergency 
accommodation; a small price. 

Spending such money would not 
only save the cost of emergency 
shelters but would transform the 
properties into rent paying units, and 
the average social housing rents are 
about €200 per week.

Nationally, the 970 families 
‘officially’ in homelessness is only 

Fines can range from several 
thousand up to a €100,000.  Property 
owners are given a 14 day period 
in which they may appeal, but the 
message is clear, put the properties 
on the market, or else!

Orders to take possession can be 
put off if the landlord finds a tenant 
to occupy a property.

The Spanish Government tried to 
stop this policy through court action, 
however, Barcelona defended itself 
and blocked their challenge.  

Is this not a shining example of just 
one thing that a local authority (or 
Government) could do in delivering 
on one of its main responsibilities; 
ensuring that families have a place 
to live at reasonable cost?

Decisive action is needed here, 
however, it just isn’t happening.

Barcelona is in Catalonia, which 
proclaimed its independence in 

2017; its national leaders remain 
in imprisoned by Spain.

the tip of the iceberg, there are tens 
of thousands more in HAP/RAS 
schemes and thousands more living 
with parents or friends while they 
languish on the waiting lists and are 
not even covered by rent supports.  

In addition to that, Banks have 
thousands of repossessed properties 
that are boarded up.  This should 
be addressed in a manner similar to 
Barcelona, including any houses still 
owned by NAMA.

The inability to find a home is 
preventing new families from setting 
up or couples getting married.  

At the same time foreign vulture 
funds are given incentives to block-
purchase housing developments, 
they are even given ‘charity status’ 
and exempted from paying tax.

In 2019, 95% of 3,644 apartments 
built were bought by vulture funds.

More recently there is a new 
Residency Scheme for any foreign 
property ‘investors’, who will spend 
over €1 million on Irish property.

Is it any wonder the price of 
houses is still sky high, even at a 
time when more people than ever are 
fully dependent on social-welfare?

These are schemes to pay the rich, 
those in need are a way to allow that.

During January the now Lithuania 
(EU) registered super-trawler ‘FV 
Margiris’ and others were sheltering 
in Bantry Bay.  

Margiris can catch and freeze 250 
tonnes of fish per day, her nets stretch 
the length of 6 football pitches, she 
is a floating factory.

Typically such trawlers are not 
inspected by fishery protection 
vessels; few as our Navy has.

As the Super trawlers are not 
landing fish here they avoid normal 
quota and fish size checking.  In any 
case, checking is impossible with a 
frozen, pre-boxed catch anyway.  

This contrasts with the treatment 
of domestic fishing boats that are 
constantly hounded and left without 
sufficient quota to even provide a 
livelihood for their local families. 

In 2012 environmental protection 
laws banned this factory ship, the 
2nd biggest in the world, from 
Australian waters.   

But before that, having ravaged 
their fishing, a report explained:

“This particular boat recently caused 
the collapse of fish stocks in West Africa 
such that Senegal has recently banned 

all super trawlers.
Ironically, the European owned boat 
processed these fish and sold them 

back to African markets, thereby 
raping not only the environment, but the 

economy, of their host nation. 
It would take 56 traditional African 
fishing boats a year to harvest the 

number of fish this boat can remove 
from the seas in a single day.”

The EU is letting this happen here, 
and our Government facilitates it.

(see advert for #Irexit protest on back)

Modern Pirates

In December Government finalised 
the creation of a Commission on the 
Defence Forces, it is charged with 
advising on defence policy up to and 
beyond 2030.

The Commission has 15 members, 
most of whom have established 
records in foreign military or 
intelligence backgrounds.  

We are told that terms of reference 
for the commission were agreed 
following a “wide consultation”, 
but this did not include the public.

Notable in the announcement 
on December 15th is that the word 
“neutral” is not mentioned once.  

That Shannon Airport is used as 
a US Air Force base, facilitating 
wars of agression, that we join with 
‘EU Battlegroups’ and work with 
NATO’s PfP should warn us.

Beware of what is coming!
Submissions can be made to this 
Commission up until 5th March

Is Neutrality Gone?

Join in on Saturday 6th March at 2pm, outside Brown Thomas
(the Rally is hosted by The People’s Convention and is a non-Political Party event)

Covid19 than what is being forced 
on us, but debate is non-existent.

The restrictions are damaging. 
People have even been denied 

access to spiritual comforts and 
religious worship.  Bizarrley, in 
Louth earlier this month fines were 
issued, and three people arrested, for 
attending the Shrine of St Bridget, 
ten Gardaí were involved.

We are aware of people with 
multiple Cancer complaints whose 
treatment has been cancelled 
and rescheduled as ‘telephone 
appointments’ – absolutely no use 
to anyone!  Yet about 170 people die 
every week from cancer.

Every night on RTÉ we are 
presented with doom and gloom, the 
wolf is knocking on our door, we 
dare not open it or go out.

The fear mongering is working, 
people are terrified to go out, 
and vulnerable people are being 
neglected - this is wrong!

As we reported earlier, 450 less 
people died during the last 8 months 
of 2020 than over the same period 
of 2019.  We do not deny the danger 
of Covid19 but why has RTÉ not 
reported or explained this? Instead 

they blindly repeat the misleading 
NPHET numbers, claiming that 
1,036 died over that period.  That is 
a difference of nearly 1,500.

Of course NPHET explain that 
their figures include people who 
died “of or with Covid19”, and their 
inaccurate PCR testing system can 
find SARS-CoV-2 almost anywhere, 
it is reputed to have up to 90% 
inaccuracy (by New York Times).

We are not being told the whole 
truth, and it is having very serious 
impact on our health and economy.

TRUTH is something we expect to 
hear from people we trust, especially 
those who have responsibility for 
our health care and our future.

Can Tony Holohan to be trusted as 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)?

Just as we go to print Dr Holohan 
refused to apologise for how the 
Cervical Cancer screening was 
handled. He was asked three times 
by a reporter who reminded him 
that, as CMO, it fell under his remit.  

He expressed regret for what 
happened, and expressed sympathy 
for the victims, but he would not 
apologise, he waffled around it.

When the scandal first broke 

Holohan advised Minister Harris 
to cover it up, to hide the TRUTH, 
even though women were dying.

“I strongly advise that you do not 
commit to a review of Cervical Check 
arising from the recent court case … it 
could unnecessarily undermine public 

confidence”, said Holohan.
He was more concerned with 

public confidence than with health 
care, women died under his watch, 
and more will die as result.  

Tony O’Brien stepped down as 
head of the HSE over the scandal, 
but Holohan carries on as CMO.

How can he be trustworthy with 
such a record?  And how trustworthy 
is a Government who would keep 
him as CMO, facing what they call 
the worse health crisis in 100 years?

The numbers dying this January 
are significantly up on January 2020, 
an excess of 926 (1066 claimed by 
NPHET).  We have no breakdown on 
the cause of these excess deaths, but 
some will be due to small numbers 
dying in the preceding months.

Of concern is  the dramatic increase 
in Care Home deaths in January 
(369), we only hope it is not a repeat 
of the neglect from last March/April 
which still has not been investigated, 
or of probems with the vaccine.



Big Pharma, another monopolised 
industry is set to make $ trillions on 
rushing out untested vaccines.

Top of the rich league, corporations 
like Microsoft, Apple, Facebook, 
Amazon etc have increased their 
values by $3.4 trillion. 

Top of the hunger league are 
countries devastated by preditory 
war or blockade (among them 
Yemen, Syria and Venezuela), 
mainly sponsored by the USA and its 
allies.  The additional complication 
of disruption to trade and food 
production due to lockdowns has 
hugely worsened the situation.  

The old maxim applies – the rich 
get richer, and the poor get poorer.

Learn the Bag Pipes?
Tomás MacCurtáin  
Búíon Piobairí  
normally meets every  
Thursday at Gael-Taca’s  
rooms, Sullivan’s Quay. 
 
 

Phone Ger  
on 087 6594772

Centenary Events

Coiste Neamhspleách 
Comórtha Náisiúnta

(Independent National 
Commemoration Committee)

7th February, 1pm 
Óglach Lieut. Patrick Crowley Jr,  

Óglaigh Jeremiah O’Neill, 
Cornelius McCarthy, John McGrath 

and Timothy Connolly Jr,  
Crois na Leanbh, Kilbrittan.

Safe house and father of Óglach, 
Daniel Moloney of Courtmacsherry 
(related to Óglach Patrick Crowley).

 
7th February (afternoon),  

Óglach Vice-Commandant Patrick 
Driscoll, Skibbereen.  

14th February (afternoon),  
Óglaigh Timothy & James Coffey, 

Enniskeane. 
(both events hosted by West Cork  

Republican Commemoration Soc.)

 
14th February, 11am 

Wreath laying for 
Óglach Michael John Kelleher, 

Knocknagree. 

14th February, 12 o’clock,  
Óglaigh Edmond Creedon, Patrick 

Dorgan, Patrick Flynn, Michael 
Looney, Thomas Mulcahy, Patrick 

Ronayne, Burnfort (executed UCC).  
Mourneabbey Ambush.

14th February, 3pm  
Óglaigh Seán Phelan, Patrick 

O’Sullivan, Batt Falvey,  
Upton Railway Station Ambush

other events:

21st February, Clonmult Martyrs. 

21st February, Óglach Michael John 
O’Mahony, Passage West. 

Sunday 28th February,  
Coolavokig Ambush

Sunday 28th February, Executions 
in UCC, Dripsey Ambush plus 

Volunteer Seán Allen (Tipp). 

Postponed due  to Covid19

facebook.com/EireSaor

According to US based Catholic 
Relief Services (www.crs.org) more 
than 820 million people go to bed 
hungry every night, that’s one in 
nine people across the globe.  After a 
decade of decline, world hunger has 
been increasing since 2015.

In October, Dr Nabarro the World 
Health Organisation’s spokesperson 
for Covid19 stated: 

“This is a terrible, ghastly global 
catastrophe, actually. And so we really 

do appeal to all world leaders: Stop 
using lockdown as your primary control 

method, develop better systems for 
doing it, work together and learn from 
each other, but remember—lockdowns 

just have one consequence that you 
must never ever belittle, and that 

is making poor people an awful lot 
poorer.”

Now, due to the economic impact 
of COVID-19, the number of people 
facing acute food insecurity will rise 
to 265 million this year.

That’s an additional 130 million 
people facing hunger on a daily 
basis (www.wfp.org).

While this massive increase 
in world hunger takes place the 
monopoly controlled Banks are set 
to make $ trillions in profits through 
extending credit (from nothing) to 
every country in the world.  Equally, 

Growing Hunger & Poverty
In January the Football Association 

of Ireland (FAI) published their 2019 
accounts, revealing losses that year 
of €5.1 million, and debts of €76.1 
million.

Remember; last year Minister 
Ross agreed to hand €20 million of 
public money (yours!) to the FAI, to 
“keep it afloat”.  

At the time Ross denied that this 
was a ‘bailout’, but as with Taoiseach 
Martin also denying that the Banks 
got a bailout, we just smile at their 
double-speak - and dishonesty.

Remember also; this is the same 
FAI that handed John Delaney 
€90,000 to terminate his contract, 
and topped that up with an additional 
€372,000 for his pension.  I think we 
can presume that Mr Delaney went 
off home, laughing all the way, his 
pockets stuffed with money that the 
FAI didn’t even have, after he drove 
it into ruination.

Despite all their big-spending and 
big-talk, it is noteworthy that the 
FAI has completely neglected the 
sport throughout the country, there is 
not a single pitch that they can claim 
ownership of.  

The sport has never been managed 
properly, even at club level there are 
countless financial scandals that just 
keep recurring. 

The FAI, Snouts in the Trough
By contrast, the GAA (a voluntary 

body), has pitches, dressing rooms 
and facilities in every town and 
village in Ireland.  

There is a small discussion taking 
place as to whether the FAI might 
sue their former auditors – Deloitte 
Ireland, one of the so-called ‘Big 
Four’ worldwide.  However this is 
extremely unlikely considering how 
these companies protect themselves 
from liability – despite ignoring 
corruption, gross mismanagement 
and facilitating fraud.

(the notorious Denis O’Brien pictured 
with Delaney, ‘birds of a feather’).
We know the saying, ‘show me a 

man’s friends, and I’ll show you the 
man’ - they both did very well!

But, however small the discussion 
is about taking legal action, it is 
telling that there is no mention at all 
of suing John Delaney.

Just another snout in the trough, 
feeding on other people’s money.

Public Rally for #Irexit

Marking EuropeDay 

2pm Saturday 8th May 
St Patrick’s Street,Cork

• Give us back our Fishing
• Give us back our near €70 billion 

taken to save the Euro
• Give us back our Sovereignty
• No to EU destruction of our 

Domestic Economy
• No to CETA Trade ‘Deal’

Fáilte Roimh Gach Aoinne
hosted by: The People’s Convention

(a non Political Party event)

In January 91% of the Debenhams 
workers voted against the Labour 
Court’s ‘fair and impartial 
arrangement’ to end their dispute.  

Workers involved in the talks say 
that what was offered was completely 
at variance with the discussions that 
took place – leaving the question as 
to where the rejected proposals had 
come from – they were obviously 
imposed by someone.

Famous letter writer Gerry Light, 
general secretary of Mandate Trade 
Union, wrote two more letters to An 
Taoiseach pleading the case, but he 
has been ignored (no one ever even 
answers his letters).

Again, following Taoiseach 
Martin’s interview on Red FM 
on 4th February Gerry Light sent 
another letter asking that he meet 
the workers, or as per their ‘union 
speak’, the “ex-workers”.

The protest has now gone over 
300 days without resolution.   

Despite the fact the Mandate 
themselves negotiated the agreed 
redundancy terms of 2 weeks 
statutory + 2 weeks addition pay for 

every year of service they are now 
giving up on that demand.

Mandate have now reduced the 
‘ex-workers’ demands, they are just 
asking for the €3 million Labour 
Court offer in training supports to 
be converted to cash.   Mandate 
are quoting as precedent that such 
a once-off payment was made to 
IBRC staff (former Anglo-Irish / 
National Irish Bank workers).

At the end of January 490 retail 
workers at Arcadia stores (including 
Topshop) received their redundancy 
notices.  These workers have the 
same 2+2 agreements negotiated by 
Mandate, but again, the agreement is 
not expected to be honoured.

It is six years since the Duffy/
Cahill report was published and still 
none of its protections for workers 
have been put in place.

That the Trade Unions, and even 
Irish Congress, simply refuse to fight 
for workers rights is a measure of the 
dangers facing working people.  

Workers are paying a real price 
with their livelihoods and with the 
futures of their families.

Even at this late hour, if a militant 
fight was put up, workers would win 
their agreed redundancy package 
and at the same time protect others 
facing the very same issue in the 
coming years.  An unlikely event.

It is a sorry day for labour, James 
Connolly would turn in his grave.

Debenhams Workers Betrayed by Trade Unions

In mid-January Government 
published the “general scheme” for 
its new Electoral Reform Bill. 

The outline of the Bill includes 
the establishment of an independent 
Electoral Commission, the regulation 
of electoral funding and the process 
of registration and maintaining the 
register of electors.

The Bill wants the new Commission 
to support voter education and 
voter turnout at elections, as well as 
constituency boundary review and 
establishment of a central national 
electoral register.

There will be public selection 
of between 4 and 6 members of 
the Commission, 3 others will be 
appointed from Oireachtas staff and 
Judiciary – but all will be subject 
to subsequent nomination of the 
Government.

The Minister has said that the 
reforms envisaged will be the biggest 
development for our electoral system 
for decades.  They said they are 
committed to “reviewing our current 
electoral laws and the conduct of 
politics in Ireland”.

These are ambitious and positive 
sounding reforms, if they work 
towards the empowerment of the 
citizens – but, we shall see? 

Referring to overseas funding 
and online advertising, the Minister 
quotes from the 2019 Annual Report 
of the Standards in Public Office 
Commission (SIPO) - it said that 
such funding “confers advantages on 
certain Political Parties”.  

Therefore, it must admit that 
funding to any Political Party confers 
advantages and, by implication, 
disadvantage on others - the point is 
obvious, but how is it to be resolved?  

Will reform tackle disadvantage?
It is without doubt that our 

electoral systems are in bad need of 
reform.  In some working class areas 
the turnout at the last local elections 
was barely over 10%.  This indicates 
a growing disaffection among the 
voters towards our political systems, 
people simply don’t believe that their 
votes will lead to any change.

‘Electoral Commission’ to be Established
Our current electoral laws are based 

around Political Party representation, 
they receive huge state funding (over 
€15 million every year).  Regulation, 
and even SIPO reporting, treats 
independent election candidates 
differently than Party candidates, 
hiding Party funding and making the 
cost of competing prohibitive.

So, how should we start? We need 
to set down the principles:

It is a principle that: the people 
are sovereign – this is the norm of 
democracy, otherwise we are slaves.

It is a principle that: Democracy 
exists every day, not once every few 
years, therefore we need mechanisms 
to continuously exercise our rights.

Elections are not in themselves 
everything, they are just one of many 
tools through which the people might 
exercise our rights. 

We note that there is no mention 
in the Constitution (basic law of the 
state) of the words ‘Political Party’.  
They do have a role, but they cannot 
replace the people’s empowerment 
with that of any vested interests. 

It is a principle that: people 
should be represented, not Parties.

It is a principle that: In elections, 
everyone must have an equal right to 
elect and to be elected.

It is a principle that: Just as we 
have a right to elect, we have the right 
to unelect (recall) representatives. 

We think the key electoral reform 
required is represented in the slogan: 

Fund the Process,  
not the Parties

We should fund all election 
candidates equally, and stop funding 
Parties. We should stop any 3rd party 
financial supports from anywhere.

Election promotions should be 
limited to what is required to fully 
inform all citizens prior to voting.

Citizens abroad should have a vote, 
Ireland is unique in denying this.

Citizens should have mechanisms 
to call and hold national and local 
binding referendums, on any question, 
from planning to international issues.

We need to look at who counts and 
supervises the voting; independence 
must be guaranteed and properly 
monitored at every stage.

Any reform must be about the 
empowerment of the citizens.

Following the leak of the Final 
Report of Investigation survivors 
have said that it was deliberately 
leaked in order to divert attention 
from the Governments ongoing 
refusal to hold any Public Inquest 
into the death of at least 9,000 babies 
(and some mothers). They say:

“The lesson of Tuam is clear. If you 
suffer the trauma of finding the body 
of a child in your garden, An Garda 
Síochána, the State Pathologist and the 
local Coroner will arrive at your door. 
An Inquest will as a matter of law be 
convened and you may well be arrested 
and questioned.

However, if the maltreated bodies of 
796 children, who were in the words of 
former Taoiseach Enda Kenny treated 
as a ‘sub-species’ are found in a cesspit 
attached to a ‘Home’ run by Nuns for 
36 years, the Minister for Children will 
bring a Bill to Cabinet to ensure no 
Inquest is ever held.”

It is certified that children died of 
starvation and physical abuse, but 
this doesn’t appear in the summary 
of the 3,000 page Final Report.

It is still unknown where the 
majority of babies who died in 
Bessborough are buried.  The lack of 
resolution is crime in itself, shame.

Tuam Home Survivors Demand Public Inquest


