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“History is but one long record of merciless repression of the working-class, and of increasing intrigue against and war upon labour.” James Connolly.
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Eagarfhocal
Is ag díriú ar an dian ghlasáil 

atá príomhscéal an eagráin seo, i 
mbeagán spáis tá muid ag iarraidh 
chuir síos ar an gceist ó thaobh 
Chearta Sibhialta de.  

Tá cearta bunúsacha ag gach 
aon duine daonna agus tá siadsan 
deimhnithe níos mó i mBunreacht 
na hÉireann, go bhfuil ceart teastáil 
againn, ceart teacht le chéile go 
poiblí agus ceart smacht a bheith 
againn ar ár sláinte féin.  

Seans go bhfuil iarracht á dhéanamh 
chun vaccine a bhrú orainn chomh 
luath is a bheidh ceann ar fhaill.

Nuair atá Rialtas na tíre ag iarraidh 
dallamullóg a chur orainn maidir le 
méid na daoine atá ag fáil bháis ba 
cheart imní a bheith orainn.  

Is an seandream céanna atá ag obair 
inár gcoinne, Páirtithe an rialtais 
agus lucht an fhreasúra in éineacht 
leo, ní fhéadfaimid iad a chreidiúint.

Is gá seasamh a thógaint ar an 
gceist seo, bí linn.

Have a story to tell?
We can be contacted by on

facebook.com/IrisAnPhobail/
or email: info@cppc.ie
You can help by taking 

any number of papers for 
distribution among friends

Diarmaid Ó CADHLA, editor. 
Mobile 086-3805005  

Last month Dr David Nabarro, the 
WHO’s special envoy on Covid19, 
urged world leaders to stop using 
lockdowns as the primary control 
method of the health crisis. 

He warned that the only thing 
lockdowns achieve is poverty: 

“Lockdowns just have one 
consequence that you must never 
ever belittle, and that is making poor 
people an awful lot poorer.”
Our Government’s health policy is 

based on striking fear into people, 
and in doing this they have twisted 
the truth of what is happening.  

“An assessment of the customer 
has now taken place.”, this is how 
Limerick City Council responded 
when asked about a family evicted 
from their home and left to sleep 
under Sarsfield Bridge.

Homeless ‘Customers’ & the ‘Free’ Market

The Johnson family were evicted 
from their home on 10th October 
by a heavy gang (all dressed in 
black) who arrived with a battering 
ram, they had just 30 minutes to 
leave their home.  The Council 
had no emergency accommodation 
available so they walked the streets 
and slept rough.

The Johnsons inherited a debt with 
their parents home and fell behind in 
repayments, like many families they 
experienced tough times. We know 
that they did their best (editor).  

This eviction, carried out in such a 
heavy handed way, reflects the bias 
in favour of banks over the rights of 
citizens by our courts.  The eviction 
was carried out following a High 
Court order issued in favour of a 
finance fund – no apparent effort 
was made to find other solutions.  

The family had offered to pay up 
to €400 per month, against a debt of 
just €52,000, surely this provided the 
basis for reaching some agreement?

Instead, the family was evicted 
and our state will carry the huge 
costs of emergency accommodation, 
the only winners are the bank.

Are these our social values? To 
crush the weak and pay the rich?

That families in crisis are referred 
to as ‘customers’ is a reflection of the 
social-ethos practiced by our state.  

It is the ethos of commercialism, 
everything is a commodity to buy 

and sell.  The same language is used 
by the Department of Social Welfare 
and by Public Health services, they 
claim that this is ‘best practice’ (and 
that makes it ok?).

This ethos promotes the lie that 
there is a the ‘free’ market. 

In reality, Councils and 
Government have been privatising 
essential services for years – handing 
them over to the rich, so that they 
may extract profits.  

There are no ‘free’ markets, 
housing, health, media, finance and 
most other sectors are controlled by 
just a few, they are monopolised, 
and unfree.

It is not ‘best practice’ to refer 
to people in need as ‘customers’, it 
is the height of disrespect, we are 
citizens who have rights.  

The vulnerable are abused.
Another homeless man in Cork 

described a recent visit to hospital: 
“I had been dead... I felt disgusted 

that I had come back. Anyone who 
says that this is a choice is wrong.”  
He has pleaded for access to 

residential treatment for his drug 
addiction but no such services were 
available – we know, if he had money 
he would get the best of treatment.

People’s welfare counts for 
nothing in our state – the most 
vulnerable are literally left to die.

This happens while billions of 
euro are found to prop up corrupt 
bankers, and billions more are found 
at the drop of a hat for emergency 
measures - but the needy are ignored.

It is easy to see who rules in 
our state, and in whose interests 
decisions are made.

The Johnson family have 
since found temporary rental 
accommodation, no thanks to the 
Council’s emergency services.

The Great Giveaway
It is reported that up to 30 

fishing boats travel from Japan 
to fish for blue fin tuna off our 
coast, the trip takes 2 months.  

These fishing boats are 
supposed to stay outside our 200 
mile exclusive area but they are 
often found in our waters, they 
use our ports for supplies.

Japanese boat leaving Killybegs

Irish fishermen are not allowed 
to catch blue fin tuna in our 
own waters.  Despite repeated 
requests to Ministers they have 
never even asked the EU for a 
quota, even though it is our fish, 
in our seas.

Blue fin tuna is extremely 
valuable, it is reported that a 
single fish can sell for €100,000 
in Japan, so we can see the 
incentive for Japanese fishermen 
to come here.

The Japanese have even 
commissioned their own 
satellites to track warm sea 
currents in order to find the tuna. 
Fishing lines up to 10 miles long, 
bated with squid, are used.  

A few years ago a Wexford 
fisherman reported accidently 
netting 8 blue fin tuna, he was 
given permission by the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Agency to 
sell them for a total of €5,000.

This is just another example of 
the utter scandal that exists in our 
fishing industry, it discriminates 
against Irish fishermen.  

Giving away our fish is a huge 
cost to our economy and to 
communities around our coast.

Using the Covid19 crisis as 
an excuse both Mandate and the 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
(ICTU) have refused to broaden the 
dispute to involve other workers.  
Mandate has 40,000 members, many 
employed directly in retail work, all 
of whose interests are threatened by 
what is being done at Debenhams.

Patricia King, General Secretary 
at ICTU says they have been 
working hard with Mandate to 
come up with a “viable proposal” 
to resolve the issue.  Gerry Light, 
General Secretary of Mandate has 
written two letters to An Taoiseach 
demanding “definitive action”, none 
of which have even been answered 
(according to himself).

The Unions have talked about 
getting legislation in line with the 
Duffy-Cahill report, but that is all 
they have done – talked about it.

Early in September Mandate 
agreed a ‘viable proposal’ with 
KPMG (the liquidators), it was 
nothing short of insulting to workers, 
they agreed the statutory 2 weeks 
pay per year of service, plus 1 day.  

The existing agreement between 
Debenhams and the workers was for 
the standard 2 weeks pay plus 2 extra 
weeks per year of service – this is 
what workers have been demanding, 
it is what was agreed, they call it 
their 2+2 agreement.

On 30th October the Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) sat 
down with Mandate and KPMG but 
nothing was resolved.  

KPMG offered even less than their 
last proposal, which was rejected 
outright by the workers.  It has been 

Unions Refuse to Win the Dispute

suggested that funds available to 
KPMG will be spent by Christmas if 
the workers don’t agree to settle.

Debenhams stock is valued at 
about €25 million and another €95 
million in cash exists.  The workers 
2+2 agreement would only cost about 
€10 million, it is their entitlement.  

Mandate have made the claim 
that unless the state gets involved 
it may loose the €20 million due 
to it by Debenhams. Maybe so, 
however, it would be very unusual 
for preferential creditors like the 
Revenue Commissioners to be left 
without and have anyone else paid 
before them.

We have said before, KPMG and 
Debenhams are playing the waiting 
game in this dispute, they hope to 
exhaust the workers, and this is 
being facilitated by both Mandate 
and ICTU.

The workers have asked 
Mandate to broaden the dispute 
but they have refused to do so.  

Mandate are hiding behind 
Covid19 as an excuse, saying they 
can’t ask other workers to go on 
pickets because of it.  

If Mandate and ICTU wanted this 
dispute resolved in favour of the 
workers they could have won it long 
ago, instead they allow it to drag on.

Not winning the strike can only be 
a deliberate strategy by the Unions, 
they have sold out on these workers.

We think direct action is needed, 
to force the Unions to do their job.

We need to support the striking 
workers however we can, they have 
a difficult road before them.

Early morning picketers in Cork, keeping up the Christmas spirit

End the Lockdown!

Every evening we are told of the 
mounting infections and deaths, as if 
a tidal wave was sweeping over us.

At the time of writing we are told 
that 1,940 people have died ‘with’ 
Covid19 - but what does this mean?

We think the numbers they are 
using are causing widespread fear.  

We go so far as to say the numbers 
are a lie, because they are not telling 
the whole truth.

When asked last July how deaths 
were counted, Leo Varadkar replied:

Covid19 is dangerous and people  
need to take care, especially those 

who are vulnerable.  Taking vitamin 
D has been recommended as a 

preventative measure.

“we counted all deaths, in all 
settings, suspected cases even when no 
lab test was done, and included people 
with underlying terminal illnesses who 
died with Covid but not of it.”
Note the use of with and of.
In October the CSO published a 

new study showing that 876 more  
people died this year than last year,  
a great loss to the families affected.  
They compared figures up to the end 
of September in both years.

So, to suggest that 1,940 have died 
of this virus would be untrue.

Much concern has been raised 
about deaths caused by suicide 
or by delayed treatment of other 
serious illness.  For example, every 
week 170 people die of cancer, yet 
scanning to detect this is almost non-
existant under the lockdown, and 
about 100,000 have been added to 
waiting lists since the first lockdown.

Earlier studies showed that 62% of 
the peak deaths last April/May were 
concentrated in the Care Homes.

We remember the scandalous 
neglect of Care Homes, the transfer 
of patients from hospitals into homes 
without any medical care, no one has 
answered for this neglect.  

Unbelievably, Micheál Martin’s 
first announcement as Taoiseach was 
that there would be no public inquiry 

into the Care Homes, despite several 
doctors and families asking for one.

There is no evidence that the 
lockdown will resolve the crisis.  
Even if Ireland was 100% cleaned 
the virus would simply spread again 
as soon as we opened up.  

Covid19 is not a critical issue for 
people who are healthy, they should 
be allowed to lead normal lives, 
interacting socially and working.

Government has failed to provide 
proper health care for many years, 
even now they are failing. 

The strategy should be to provide 
proper preventative care for 
everyone, and focused care for the 
vulnerable. Essentially, we need to 
pay nurses and health care workers 
properly, and invest in hospitals.

Covid19 deaths in Ireland peaked in April/May, 62% of these were in the Care Homes, where 
senior citiens were groosly neglected, nobody has been held to account for this.

The alarm bell should have sounded 
for us when Dr. Holohan was 
appointed Chief Medical Officer, he 
is the man who wanted to hide the 
Cervical Cancer scandal, he should 
be in jail, not giving us advice.

None of those who decided on 
lockdown will ever experience living 
on PUP or worry about paying bills, 
they are being paid over and above.

It is a direct attack on Civil Rights 
to deny the right to free assembly, 
to attend religious ceremonies, visit 
your neighbour or elderly relative.  

Yet, the emergency powers are set 
to continue, maybe until next June?

A deeper crisis faces us, already the 
bill exceeds €40 billion on top of our 
existing enslaving debts, how will 
this be paid, and by whom?



Learn the Bag Pipes?
Tomás MacCurtáin  
Búíon Piobairí  
normally meets every  
Thursday at Gael-Taca’s  
rooms, Sullivan’s Quay. 
 
 

Phone Ger  
on 087 6594772

Independent Centenary  
Events hosted by :

Coiste Neamhspleách 
Comórtha Náisiúnta

Volunteer Denis Ring
Midelton, Co. Cork

1st November, 12:00

Volunteer Christopher Lucey 
St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork

8th November, 2pm

Volunteers Patrick Hanley  
& Eugene O’Connell

St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork
15th November, 1pm

Volunteer Patrick Mac Carthy
Millstreet Town, Co Cork

22nd November, 1pm

Volunteer Liam Heffernan
Baile Na Martra

28th November, 11am

Blackpool/Patrick St. Martyrs
St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork

28th November, 4pm

Kilmichael Ambush  
Kilmichael, Co. Cork
29th November, 1pm

 
Volunteers Begley, Donoghue 

& Galvin; McLean & Regan
6th December, 2pm

St Patrick’s Church, Bandon
Contae Chorcaí

Volunteer Tadhg Crowley & 
Canon Thomas Magner

13th December, 12 o’clock 
Dunmanway, Co Cork

Delaney Brothers 
& Burning of Cork 
13th December, 2pm

Dublin Hill Lower, Cork.

Volunteer Eamon Tierney  
& Patrick Tarrent

20th December 12 o’clock 
St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork

 
contact the organisers via

facebook.com/EireSaor

Postponed due  to Covid19

Commemoration 
On the 153rd  

Anniversary of the

MANCHESTER 
MARTYERS

Three young Fenians in  
whose honour we sing: 

God Save Ireland, say the heros, 
God Save Ireland say they all!

4pm 21st November  
at the National Monument, 

Grand Parade, Cork.
hosted by: 

Fiannidhe Chorcaighe 
(Cork Fenian Society)

Petition to Inspect Prisons & Institutions

The United Nations Convention Against Torture was signed in December 
1984, it obliges states to “ensure that all acts of torture (cruel and degrading 
treatment) are offences under its criminal law”, people could be prosecuted.

To create an effective method to ensure compliance an Optional Protocol 
to the Convention was agreed by the UN in 2002, it started working in 2006.  

Although signing the Convention, Ireland has yet to ratify the Optional 
Protocol, meaning it only paid lip service to the idea of preventing torture or 
ill-treatment. 

Can you see the official haste here to defend human rights?
If ratified, the Optional Protocol would create a National Preventive 

Mechanism with independent inspectors (international) who would carry out 
unannounced inspections to places of detention (prisons, nursing homes and 
psychiatric institutions etc), it could talk to the people involved. 

It could instruct government to change things that needed changing, it 
could record evidence and hold people and institutions to account. 

We rarely know what goes on behind closed doors - if someone is treated 
badly in an institutional setting, we may never find out.  We know that horrific 
and widespread abuse has taken place since the foundation of the state.

This has to change. We want to live in a country where everyone is safe.
Just like our schools, roads and foods are inspected, we need to inspect all 

the places where people are supposed to be looked after.
The very same has happened with the UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities, our state signed up, but never signed the Optional 
Protocol which would provide a mechanism for insisting that the state 
fulfilled with its duty - which is doesn’t - disability discrimination continues.

Lip service appears to be the order of the day.  Government wants to take 
credit for signing such agreements, but they don’t want anyone to hold them 
to account - thus the Optional Protocols on implementation are put aside.

The Irish Council for Civil Liberties (iccl.ie) have setup a petition on this 
issue, we support this minimal demand, even though a lot more needs doing. 

https://www.iccl.ie/a-country-where-everyone-is-safe/

Last month the Book of Lismore 
was given to UCC by the Cavendish 
family whose ancestors have had 
possession of it since the 1640s.

Originally the ‘Book of Mac 
Cárthaigh Riabhach’ (it was 
sponsored by the MacCarthy 
Clann), the book is an ancient Gaelic 
manuscript of the late 15th century.

The book tells the stories of Fionn 
Mac Cumhaill and the Fianna, it 
describes Agallamh na Seanórach, 
the dialogue between Oisín (Fionn’s 
son) and St. Patrick. 

 The book describes the adventures 
of Marco Polo and the Conquests 
of Charlemagne, various family 
histories, all in Irish, it is considered 
one of the ‘Great Books of Ireland’.

Of course it is good that the Book 
of Lismore is finally to return to its 
home, but what about the rest of 
what was taken?

The Book of Lismore came ‘into 
possession’ of the Cavendish family 
in the 1640s, during the period of 
Cromwell’s terror and the later 
confiscations by William of Orange.  
At this time the Gaelic Clans were 
dispossessed, their lands and 
valuables taken, and our native legal 
systems suppressed.

Peregrine Andrew Morny 
Cavendish, otherwise known as the 
12th Duke of Devonshire, is one of 
the richest men in the UK, he is a 
billionaire; he uses Lismore Castle 

The Spoils of Crime are Never Legitimate 
to entertain his rich friends - English 
royalty and celebrities are regulars.

At Lismore Castle, the Duke has 
title to 8,000 acres of prime land 
and 20 miles of river fishing rights, 
extending to the mouth of Youghal 
Harbour (by the lighthouse), this 
title dates back 800 years to 1185.

The Duke has other estates in 
Ireland, and they own a huge 70,000 
acre estate in the UK, their home. 

The estate at Lismore has 
long been a controversial matter, 
fishermen have had to pay license 
fees to the Duke and public access 
has been restricted.  

Unfortunately some have seen the 
Duke’s role as something beneficial, 
looking on him as some kind of 
benefactor, and some enjoy rubbing 
shoulders with aristocracy.

‘Devonshire Day’  is now an 
annual event at Lismore Castle; 
guests are served Devonshire Cream 
Tea under the guidance of the 
Duke’s Butler and are then offered 
a guided tour of the Castle gardens 
by the Head Gardener – this event 
is a once a year occasion and not on 
offer generally to visitors.

Since establishment of the Irish 
‘Free’ State in 1922 there are still 
countless landed estates held mostly 
by such absentee landlords.

There are millionaires in the UK 
receiving rents on land taken during 
the confiscations in England’s 
conquest of Ireland.

Any decent Council or state 
Government would simply take 
these estates into public ownership 
and dispossess the Lords and Ladies 
of their inherited ill-gotten wealth.

We are neither serfs or slaves.

The Irish Banking Culture Board 
(IBCB) launched is annual report 
last month.

We are supposed to feel safe that 
the issue of ‘Banking culture’ is 
being addressed.  

However, the IBCB was founded 
by the banking industry to examine 
itself! Its board includes senior 
banking executives from Bank of 
Ireland, AIB, TSB, KBC and Ulster 
Bank.   Self-regulation at work?

For years we were encouraged 
to look at Banks as the model 
of goodness and honesty in our 
society and told that they guided 
our economy in prudent money 
management.

However they very opposite has 
always been true. 

Banks sit on top of the economy, 
dictating interest rates, currency 
exchange and money supply; and 
they control general industry through 
their control of finance.

Banking has long since evolved 
into a monopoly, they serve the rich. 

When the financial crash of 2008 
hit us Government and their ‘experts’ 
assured us that all was well, but they 
lied.  We ended up being forced to 
add nearly €70 billion to our national 
debt in order to pay off privately 
owned banks and their bondholders.

Banking ‘Culture’ Exposed as Criminality
Since then Banks, with their 

vulture funds, have continued to 
reap huge profits at public expense, 
thousands of families have lost their 
homes, thousands of properties have 
been given to vulture funds for very 
little money, rents have skyrocketed.

The image of goodness and 
honesty has been dented.

Whistle-blowers are ignored. 
The same ‘banking culture’ issues 

exist in the UK as does here, and 
similar reports are published to hide 
the truth – the banks control the 
whole process.

However, the following evidence 
came to light, we re-print the page in 
full so that you can read it first hand.

The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) is a regulatory body operating 
independently of Government, but it 
is financed by UK Bankers.  When 
Andrew Bailey resigned from the 
FCA he was appointed Governor of 
Bank of England, we can see how 
independent his regulation was. 

Lismore Castle, still owned by the Duke of Devonshire, English Aristocrat.

The Circuit Court in Dublin has 
found peace activists Colm Roddy 
and Dave Donnellan not guilty of 
criminal damage at Shannon Airport, 
they were accused of damaging US 
warplanes at the airport 4 years ago.  

A jury of 12 agreed that the peace 
activists had ‘lawful excuse’ for 
doing what they did.  

Commenting after the trial activist 
Colm Roddy said:

“Our peaceful non-violent actions in 
May 2016 were undertaken to highlight 

Irish complicity and participation in 
US wars that have caused the deaths of 
millions of people in the Middle East, 

including the deaths of up to one million 
children since the Gulf War in 1991.”
The Shannonwatch activists had 

entered the airport to investigate 
US military aircraft that were being 
refuelled on their way to and from 

Not Guilty Verdict in Trial of Peace Activists
US wars of aggression. Gardaí and 
Irish army staff had refused to carry 
out any searches on the aircraft.

The successful defence was based 
on the argument that they had lawful 
excuse, or just cause, for the actions. 

In two previous trials relating 
to similar peace actions the jury 
acquitted the defendants for the same 
reason – they had ‘lawful excuse’.

Now management at Shannon 
Airport say they are loosing €1.3 
million every week and need 
Government assistance.  That begs 
the question, how much are the US 
Military paying for using the airport?  

Either way, the new US President 
should take their war machine out 
of Shannon.  The US should respect 
our neutral status, there is no Céad 
Míle Fáilte for it in Ireland!


