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“We believe in constitutional action in normal times; we believe in revolutionary action in exceptional times. These are exceptional times” James Connolly.
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Eagarfhocal
Ag deireadh na míosa beidh mór 

siúl chun comóradh a dhéanamh 
ar bhás Traolach Mac Suibhne, tá 
sé tábhachtach é sin a dhéanamh, 
is cuma pé rud eile atá ar siúl.  
Iarrann muid ort a bheith ann, agus 
tóg leat do chairde.

Tríd an iris seo tá muid ag iarraidh 
daoine a spreaga chun gníomh, ar ár 
mhaithe féin.  Is tríd tuiscint ar stair 
na tíre, agus aghaidh a chaitheamh 
ar riachtanais an phobail inár 
dtimpeall, a thiocfaimid ar freagraí 
dár linne féin.

Tá an tír seo saibhir, níl gá ann 
d’aoinne a bheith bocht nó bheith 
amhrasach faoin todhchaí.

Ach, mura seasann muid le 
chéile, mura nglacann muid páirt 
i ngluaiseacht dár gcearta féin, 
dár neamhspleáchas ó ghrúpaí 
suimithe, ní dhéanfaidh muid aon 
dul chun cinn.

Tar sa bhearna baol, bí linn!

Have a story to tell?
We can be contacted by phone 

or through our Facebook page:
facebook.com/IrisAnPhobail/

or email: info@cppc.ie
You can help by taking 

any number of papers for 
distribution among your own 

friends and neighbours.
Diarmaid Ó CADHLA, editor.  

Lives Taken in the Struggle for Freedom

Towards the end of September 
Gardaí seized over €10,000 of 
drugs and cash in Cork city.  

At one location in 
Knocknaheeney €8,500 worth of 
cocaine and nearly €2,500 in cash 
and equipment was seized.

The Council’s Joint Policing 
Committee met recently and 
praised the Gardaí for their efforts, 
but such praise is standard at 
Council meetings, no matter what 
the reality:

“we’ve all done very well!”
Overall, Gardaí claim there was 

a 40% increase in drug detections 
across Cork City Division, year on 
year.  

They say “that can be ascribed 
to the fact that we bolstered the 
strength of the division and district 
drug units across Cork city.”

Cork hospitals have 5,500 people 
waiting on treatment, some for 
many years.  

Nationally there are 819,000 on 
waiting lists for medical care, this 
is up over 100,000 since the onset 
of the Covid19 virus.

The Irish Hospital Consultants 
Association say the growing 
waiting lists “demonstrate the 
impact of years of shortages and 
under-investment in capacity 
across the health system”.

The Association said “Ireland 
already has 41% fewer medical 
specialists per head than the EU 
average.”

Ireland is a very wealthy 
country, millions are being found 
to subsidise business, banks and 
others affected by Covid19, but 

The Real Crisis in Public Healthcare
the vulnerable in long-term need 
are neglected.

In August this year there were 
218 children waiting for scoliosis 
surgery, some for years, these 
are children left in pain, they are 
denied the basics of normal life.

Official Claims of Success in Drugs Detection 
We welcome all success in the 

fight against substance abuse.
However, the reality on the streets 

is that drugs are everywhere, freely 
available and on offer openly.  

For decades now families have 
been broken, lives have been lost, 
communities held to ransom by 
drug barons, youth in particular 
are preyed upon.

It has become dangerous to walk 
the city streets in the evening as 
drug users are on the prowl looking 
for money to feed their addiction.

This seems to be tolerated. 

State policy has come to accept 
that drugs are an every day part of 
life and are to be tolerated, they are 
even providing clinics for addicts 
to receive free drugs, needle 
changes etc. 

There seems no real interest on 
the part of the state to ‘round up’ 
the drug barons.  

If the state wanted to solve 
the problem it could do so 
easily. Possibly using the same 
enthusiasm with which the state 
pursued republicans while war 
continued in the six counties.

In the meantime our towns and 
cities are unsafe, our youth are 
used and abused by profit seeking 
drug lords, and claims of ‘success’ 
in the fight against drugs continue.

They say, like poverty, that drugs 
will always be with us.  This is to 
absolve them from doing anything.

The trial to have Julian Assange 
extradited from the UK to the 
USA has concluded in London, a 
decision is expected on January 
4th.

Assange, with WikiLeaks, 
allowed us to see the raging 
imperialist warmongering in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, Yemen, 
to name a few, the dispossession of 
37 million people and the deaths of 
12 million in the ‘war on terror’, 
all done behind media lies. We saw 
war crimes, torture, corruption and 
criminality right up to the White 
House, thanks to Julian Assange.

Assange is charged with 
espionage by the US Government, 
in reality he acted as a responsible 
journalist and printed the truth.  
This truth is not denied, the US 
and its allies just didn’t want it 

exposed, thus they falsely accuse 
him of spying. 

He has been under effective 
solitary confinement now for 10 
years, facing other bogus charges, 
and denied normal interaction 
with his legal team, denied proper 
health care etc.  

Julian Assange ‘Trial’ Concludes

The trial has been a complete 
sham, it exposes to anyone under 
any illusion that there is no 
justice in this world for anyone 
who threatens to expose world 
imperialism.  

Assange’s trial has been a 
complete mockery of justice, 

something Irish people should 
understand when we remember 
miscarriages of justice relating to 
our own.

The trial underlines just how 
corrupt and rotten news media has 
become, they have walked away 
from Assange, and in doing so, 
have walked away from proper 
and honest journalism.

No doubt, the result of this case 
was decided long ago at CIA head 
office.

Whatever the outcome, 
civilization is damaged and the 
world a much more dangerous 
place following this trial. 

Craig Murray has been reporting 
the case for many years, see:

www.CraigMurray.org.uk

Surely it is not the preferred 
policy of the Irish people that these 
children are neglected?  

So, whose policy is it?  
Who prompts the budget 

decisions and sets the priorities?

A investigation into nearly 90 
banks, including JPMorgan 
Chase, Deutsche, HSBC, Standard 
Chartered, Bank of New York and 
Barclays shows that they have 
assisted organised crime launder 
their cash.
They have been doing so for 

the past two decades, even after 
penalties were imposed on them.  
The same banks paid over $20 

billion in fines over the last 
10 years, but still their money 
laundering continued.
More than $2 trillion in 

transactions between 1999 and 
2017 were flagged as possible 
money laundering or other criminal 
activity. This figure is shown in 
just 2000 reports investigated, 
but there are over a million such 
reports filed annually.

Banking is long since a monopoly 
controlled activity and has been 
allowed manipulate bond markets, 
interest rates, currency supply and 
exchange rates to suite their own 
objectives.
Criminality is nothing new in 

banking, the same Wall Street 
banks are the ones who financed 
the rise of fascism in Germany but 
were never called to account for it 
at the Nuremburg Trials.
Banks moved money for people 

or entities they couldn’t identify, 
and in many cases failed to file 
the required suspicious activity 
reports until years afterward. 
The top two banks are Deutsche 

Bank, which disclosed $1.3 trillion 
of suspicious money in the files, 
and JPMorgan, which disclosed 
$514 billion

Banks Exposed in Money Laundering

l-r Tomás Mac Curtáin, Michael Fitzgerald, Joseph Murphy, Traolach Mac Suibhne, Con and Jeremiah Delaney - only a few of the many soldiers of Ireland

This statement seems true of 
today, but these are the words of 
Pádraig Mac  Piarais in December 
1915, as plans were nearing 
completion for the Easter Rising.

Cork played a key role in the 
national revival and in the fight for 
independence, we should celebrate 
that in the most appropriate way, 
by finishing the job.  

And what was the promise? 
What did our ancestors fight for? 
On the eve of the Rising Pearse 

described to us: 
“Let no man be mistaken as to 

who will be lord in Ireland when 
Ireland is free. The people will be 
lord and master.” 

But our struggle was betrayed, 
and the memory of the lives taken 
reminds us of our duty.

Mac Curtáin was killed in his 
bedroom, in front of family, Lloyd 
George and the RIC were found 
guilty of his murder.  

His comrades, Mick Fitzgerald, 
Joe Murphy and Traolach Mac 
Suibhne died on hunger strike, 
unwilling to be imprisoned by 
a foreign Government who had 
shown itself to be the mortal 
enemy of Ireland.  

Con and Jeremiah Delaney 
(unarmed) were coldly murdered 
by marauding soldiers who also 
burned our city in December 1920.  

But these are just representative 
of 44 Cork volunteers whose 
lives were taken in 1920, and 
representative of the thousands 
of men and women who were 
involved.

We say their lives ‘were taken’, 
they didn’t volunteer to die for 
Ireland, they volunteered to fight 
for her freedom.

We were never a people destined 
to be servants to ‘our betters’, 
to bend the knee to would-be 
aristocrats, or to the uncaring, 
ignorant and selfish thieves that 
rule in Ireland today.

Our country is wealthy, yet 
families go without basics, senior 

citizens are afraid to get sick, they 
are bullied by Government.

But what is the use describing it, 
people know well the corruption.

Ireland today is very different to 
what it was in 1920, however, the 
similarities are powerful – back 
then we were a people ruled over 
by others.  

Today we remain a people who 
are ruled over, we do not decide 
how our country is run, north or 
south.  

Our politicians represent these 
vested interests, whether they 
carry orange or green flags matters 
little, what matters is the welfare 
of the people and this is betrayed.

“ The men who have led Ireland for twenty-five years have done evil, and they are bankrupt. They are bankrupt in policy, 
bankrupt in credit, bankrupt now even in words. They have nothing to propose to Ireland, no way of wisdom, no counsel of 
courage. When they speak they speak only untruth and blasphemy. Their utterances are no longer the utterances of men. 

They are the mumblings and the gibberings of lost souls. ”



 

 

Volunteer  
Jeremiah Herlihy 

The Viaduct, County Cork,  
4 Deireadh Fómhair 12:00

 
Volunteer  

John Connolly 
Kilbrogan, Bandon, Cork,  
4 Deireadh Fómhair 14:00

Volunteer  
Patrick MacNestry  

St Finbarr’s Cemetery,  
11 Deireadh Fómhair 13:00

Volunteer  
Michael Fitzgerald 
Fermoy, Co Cork,  

18 Deireadh Fómhair 13:00
 

Volunteer 
Joseph Murphy 

events are planned by local 
Ballyphehance committee

 
Lord Mayor  

Terence MacSwiney 
Parade in city, Saturday  

24ú Deireadh Fómhair 14:00

Contact Independent  
National Commemoration  

Committee via: 
facebook.com/EireSaor

Learn the Bag Pipes?
Tomás MacCurtáin  
Búíon Piobairí  
meets every  
Thursday 7.30pm 
at Gael-Taca’s  
rooms, 
Sullivan’s Quay. 
Phone Ger  
on 087 6594772

Annual Walk An Gorta Mór
from St. Finbarr’s Hospital to the 

plot at St Joseph’s Cemetary 
meet 1pm Sunday 1st November

opposite TESCO Express,  
on Douglas Road,  

An Gorta Mór Memorial Project 
facebook.com/AnGortaMor

On official strike since May 26th, 
over 1,000 workers at Debenhams 
continue their struggle for agreed 
redundancy terms.  

Workers are currently preventing 
KPMG, the receiver/liquidator, from 
removing stocks from the shops, 
demanding that their monies be paid 
over first.  The stocks are worth 
nearly €25 million and it is thought 
that Debenhams has about €95 
million cash on hand – it is estimated 
that just €10 million would pay the 
workers their entitlement.

Picketers have faced threats and 
bully tactics from contractors (scabs) 
employed to remove stock, and from 
An Garda Síochána. They have been 
left on 24 hour picket for over 6 
months while all Mandate Union did 
was negotiated a sell-out ‘deal’.

The ‘deal’ has been described as:
 “Four weeks redundancy per year 

of service is a very modest demand 
but the offer that was made last 
week fell far short of it. Instead 
of providing two weeks per year 
of service on top of the statutory 
minimum the offer provides for 
an extra one days pay per year of 
service. That is a real insult.”

We reported on the dispute in 
August and don’t wish to repeat 
too much background, but the 
workers involved average about 10 
years service each, they are long 
term employed, and have earned 
substantial profits for Debenhams. 

It has also come to light that 
last April, at the same time as 
Debenhams announced closure 
in Ireland, that they did the very 
same thing in Bangladesh, denying 
workers their proper payments and 
leaving suppliers without payment, 
while at the same time doing their 
business through third parties.

The denial of proper, agreed, 
redundancy payments to workers 
has come up before in numerous 
cases, including recently at Clerys 
in Dublin.  The Duffy-Cahill report 
dealing with this issue was published 
over 4 years ago, yet Government 
have still not legislated.

Unions are Selling Out the Workers at Debenhams
Workers in the retail trade 

everywhere are facing the very same 
issue, a co-ordinated opposition to 
defend rights is needed. 

KPMG, known internationally for 
its dealings with criminals, is happy 
enough to play a waiting game, to 
exhaust the workers. 

It appears that Mandate is allowing 
KPMG to wait out the workers.  

Why has Mandate not expanded 
the dispute to include others of its 
40,000 membership?  It is very 
difficult for other workers to come 
out in solidarity unless their Unions 
are involved.

Why has the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions not been involved?

Workers have been occupying the 
Debenhams shops, what if they also 
occupied Mandate offices? would 
that help get things moving?

The current owners of Debenhams 
are CELINE UK, a group including 
Bank of Ireland, Barclays Bank 
and the vulture funds Silver Point 
Capital and Golden Tree Asset 
Management.  

They normally deal in $ billions, 
their obligations towards Debenhams 
workers are tiny by comparison.

Everyone was shocked to hear 
the story of the Glenanne Gang, 
responsible for at least 120 state 
sponsored murders in the 6 counties; 
they also had responsibility in the 
Dublin and Monaghan bombings.

In 2017 Mr Justice Treacy in 
Belfast High Court said Harris, 
then Deputy Chief of the PSNI, had 
“subverted a decade of assurances 
given by the UK government to … 

When we were enticed to join 
the EEC we were promised all the 
benefits of a “common market”, 
greater efficiency, huge inbound 
investments, social and cultural 
advancement, business and personal 
opportunities, even civilisation.

A Common Market?

The reality turned sour very 
quickly, duty on alcohol and 
tobacco, and duty on cars were 
quickly ‘exempted’.  Neither was 
the inequality in the financial sector  
removed, our insurance and banking 
charges remain higher than everyone 
else in the EU.  

Last month the Central Bank 
released up to date statistics on 
mortgage rates and confirmed that 
we are the most expensive in the 
EU.  Our average mortgage interest 
rate in July was 2.82%, twice the 
Euro average of 1.35%.  In practice 
that means if you purchase a home 
for €200,000 over 30 years you 
pay €50,000 more than someone in 
another EU state does. 

Look also at the almost 80 external 
trade deals that the EU operates, 
meaning that the so-called ‘common 
market’ is open to just about anyone.

Irish manufacturing has been 
virtually wiped out and growers 
simply can’t compete with the low 
cost economics that are supplying 
our foods (often using slave labour). 

These things impact family life and 
the economy in Ireland.

Is it time to leave the EU?

A Sign of the Times
As he lay on the street, dying, The 

O’Rahilly wrote:
“Written after I was shot - 

Darling Nancy I was shot leading 
a rush up Moore Street and took 
refuge in a doorway. While I was 
there I heard the men pointing out 
where I was and made a bolt for 
the laneway I am in now.

I got more than one bullet I think.
Tons and tons of love dearie to 

you and the boys and to Nell and 
Anna. It was a good fight anyhow.

Please deliver this to Nannie 
O’Rahilly, 40 Herbert Park, 
Dublin. Goodbye Darling”
At the end of September a private 

developer knocked down and 
bulldozed to historic home of Easter 
1916 Rising leader The O’Rahilly.  

Earlier public outrage had forced 
Dublin City Council to declare the 
house a National Monument but they 
did nothing to stop its destruction.  

There was a time when men, 
women and children fought and died 
for a better Ireland, when they stood 
for what is best in people.

Now we have politicians of brown 
envelops, of underhand deals and of 
selling and giving away the wealth 
of Ireland...  oh how sad are they... 

investigations into state killings by 
the Glenanne gang”.   

She accused Harris of “extreme” 
abuse of power in closing down 
an independent inquiry into state 
collusion with the gang, and said 
that by doing so he had made it 
clear that “the state is not genuinely 
committed” to investigating the 
killings. 

The same Drew Harris is now the 
head of An Garda Síochána.

Harris is a signatory to the UK’s 
Official Secrets Act, how can he 
serve the Irish people as our most 
senior Garda while he is bound in 
loyalty to a foreign state?

The man should be in jail, instead 
TDs, including the so-called 
opposition, are silent and accepting.

The fact that representatives of 
the biggest Nationalist Party in the 
North travelled to Belfast to greet 
the commander in chief of the 
Parachute Regiment has come as 
a bomb-shell to many citizens of 
Derry - to members of the Bloody 
Sunday families in particular.

It is astonishing that this should 
have happened within 24 hours of 
the families’ hopes of justice being 
dashed yet again. 

With just one exception, all of 
the members of Prince Charles’s 
regiment who took part in the 
Bloody Sunday massacre are to be 
let off the hook. At least, that’s the 
British establishment’s plan.

What has happened is a demeaning 
betrayal. We march for the truth for 
50 years, then the leader of the liars 
is made welcome in our midst!

The Ballymurphy families will 
know what we mean.

If the lies were over, if Prince 
Charles and other military 
commanders were at last to tell the 

Other October  
events supported by: 

Coiste Neamhspleách 
Comórtha Náisiúnta

truth and say sorry, he might be 
entitled to a little bit of respect. But 
he doesn’t have any respect for the 
people of Derry or for the Bloody 
Sunday dead.

Press Statement by the  
Bloody Sunday March for Justice Committee 

Prince Charles’ role in the Parachute 
Regiment isn’t ceremonial. The 
paras don’t do ceremony. There 
was nothing ceremonial about what 
happened around Rossville Street, 
Glenfada Park, Joseph’s Place, etc.

Murder was done in the name of the 
State which Prince Charles is heir to. 
To shake his hand while the bereaved 
are still hurting is to bring shame on 
the city.  The march towards truth 
and justice will continue for as long 
as it takes.     (re-printed verbatim)

Drew Harris Should be in Jail

An Insane Fish Policy
Recently two more Irish fishing 

boats were detained, fishermen say 
they are “easy pickings” while others 
go free.  Irish boats work from quota 
‘per boat’ each month while Spanish 
trawlers fish from a ‘pooled quota’, 
that can’t be checked individually.

The Super-trawlers are simply 
ignored as they plough up our fish 
stock, regardless of size or quota.

Ireland is not even allowed to make 
use of the uncaught quota that other 
countries don’t take up.

There is € billions worth of fish 
being taken from our water every 
year and we get nothing for it.

Our regulators, pandering to the 
EU, have implemented a insane 
system that puts our own fishermen 
at a terrible disadvantage. Other EU 
countries have gamed the system to 
the extent that they can’t even catch 
all the quota they have. 

Now, Government has introduced 
a scheme to allow shooting of seals 
with high powered rifles.  There are 
an estimated 15,000 seals in our 
waters, they are a protected species. 

Now you may “cull individual 
problem seals, and affected persons 
can apply for such licenses”.

The logic behind this is that seals 
are what is destroying our fish 
resource, even though they have 
existed for millions of years.  The 
Minister is ignoring the destruction 
of fish spawning grounds, he is 
ignoring the EU fleet wiping out 
species after species – already Cod, 
Herring, Salmon and other species 
are effectively gone, others are in 
danger, including Mackerel.  

It is like early settlers in America 
wiping out the Buffalo herds, there is 
no thought for the native population 
and no real effort at conservation.

Golfgate Injustice
Do you remember the Supreme 

Court Judge who attended the 
Galway knees-up that breached 
the Governments own regulations, 
causing some (not half enough) 
resignations?

Well, Chief Justice Susan Denham 
has ruled that “Mr Justice Woulfe 
did nothing involving impropriety 
such as would justify calls for his 
resignation from office.”  as he was 
“not familiar with internal judicial 
protocols” affecting courts. 

She said “There were no judicial 
guidelines or judicial code of 
conduct that could have assisted him 
to deal with the situation”

The poor Judge didn’t know what 
he was doing, so is that is ok then?

Is this how thousands of ordinary 
citizens charged with breaching 
regulations have been treated? 

There is one rule for the eilte and 
another rule for mere citizens.


