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Eagarfhocal
Tá fhois againn go mbeadh pobal 

na tíre amuigh ar na sráideanna, 
i mbun agóid, ach amháin go 
bhfuil easpa mhór ceannaireachta 
ann.  Ach ní ar an bpobal atá an 
locht, tuigeann daoine go bhfuil 
polaitíocht na tíre scriosta le 
caimiléireacht de cuile sórt - tá 
muid ag iarraidh sin a léiriú san 
eagrán seo den pháipéar.

Tá srian ar ghluaiseacht an 
phobail aon dul chun cinn a 
dhéanamh ar a bhonn féin.  Tá 
an srian sin ceangailte ag na 
meáin, atá faoi stiúir ag grúpaí 
suimithe agus lucht saibhir, agus 
tá an srian céanna ceangailte acu 
siúd a ligeann orthu gur cairde 
an lucht oibre iad – thug Séamus 
Ó Conghaile na ‘labour fakers’ 
orthu, an eite chlé, na ‘sóisialaigh’, 
mar dhea.

Is chun an srian sin a bhriseadh 
atá THE PEOPLE’S PAPER 
agus chun daoine a spreagadh 
chun gníomh ar a mhaithe féin.

Cuireann muid cuireadh agus 
fáilte roimh aoinne ar maith leo 
seasamh linn - ar scáth a chéile.

Have a story to tell?
We can be contacted by phone 

or through our Facebook page:
facebook.com/IrisAnPhobail/

or email: info@cppc.ie
You can help by taking 

any number of papers for 
distribution among your own 

friends and neighbours.
Diarmaid Ó CADHLA, editor.  

Mobile 086-3805005 
Twitter: @GraTire 

Corruption and Self-interest 
Defines the Relationship between Politics and the Rich

If any image represents the 
corrupt nature of our political 
‘leaders’ it must be Phil Hogan’s.  

In 2014 Minister Hogan 
threatened citizens that he would 
turn our water “down to a trickle” 
if we didn’t accept additional 
water charges.  His arrogance was 
rewarded with a top job as EU 
Commissioner.  This left him with 
multiple pensions, as a TD and a 
Minister, and with a huge new 
salary and expense account – he 
enjoyed the high life.

As an EU Commissioner he made 
the deal to sell-out Irish farming, 
agreeing to allow the import of 
beef from Argentina.

  If that wasn’t bad enough, he 
also agreed to lift tariff’s on the 
import of live lobster from North 
America – shrimp, crab and lobster 
is almost the only fishing left to 
small local communities around 
our coast, neither he nor the EU 
cares (see article on back). 

Hogan stood over 76 external EU 
Trade Agreements, all of which 
dilute what was supposed to be a 
“single-market” (EEC).

Now, resigned in shame, he is off 
with even bigger handshakes and 

millions of Euro in EU pensions 
on top of his Dáil ones, and the 
mainstream media proclaiming 
him a great statesman!

Hogan had no regard for Irish 
citizens, he served the rich and 
powerful. The same can be said 
about the others at Golfgate:

Minister Dara Calleary, Senator 
Jerry Buttimer, former RTÉ 

broadcaster Sean O’Rourke, TD 
Noel Grealish, Senator Paul Daly, 

Senator Niall Blaney, former 
Senator Cáit Keane, former 

Senator Lorraine Higgins, former 
Senator and TD Gerry Reynolds, 
former Senator Imelda Henry and 
two Judges, Pat McCartan of the 
Circuit Court and Séamus Woulfe  

of the Supreme Court.  
Also present was former Minister 

Brian Hayes, now banking lobbyist 
supremo, with unnamed guests.  

Here was a lovely atmosphere 
for bankers, legislators, judges and 
media hacks to get cosy together.

Like Brian Cowan chatting with 
Seanie Fitzpatrick of Anglo-Irish 
Bank on the golf course, but never 
discussing banking. We know how 
that went, nearly €70 billion lost!

Here we have leading politicians 
who created the public safety 
regulations breaking them, while 
imposing penalties on citizens 
for the very same thing.  That a 
Minister resigned as Minister, 
but remains a TD; and that a 
Senator resigned a minor vice-
chairmanship, but remains a 
member means nothing.

They are a self-serving lot.

They Serve the Rich & Powerful 

Spy in the Sky
Known as “Europe’s Eyes on 

Earth”, the EU’s satellite system 
is now to ‘inspect’ all farms in 
Ireland 2 or 3 times every week.  

The high resolution imagery 
from satellites is good enough to 
follow a farmer’s movements live 
or to identify small animals or 
other features.  

Over 1.1 million farms in the 
state will be monitored. 

Up to now only 5% of farms were 
selected for inspection annually 
and this was a manual process.  

An inspector visited each farm 
as part of the area-based CAP 
payments scheme (a replacement 
of Set-Aside and other supports).

This new scheme was announced 
at the end of August, farmers have 
expressed concerns about their 
privacy.

  The same high resolution image 
technology is used by the EU to 
monitor cities, for urban planning 
and whatever else they want it for.

There are echoes of George 
Orwell’s 1984 in this, more and 
more the private lives of citizens 
are imposed upon.

It is no surprise to us that the EU 
acts in this way, it certainly isn’t 
something being done to serve the 
people of Ireland.

In the first half of this year the 
largest corporate landlord, Ires 
Reit (a Vulture Fund), recorded 
a 30% increase in rental income, 
taking in nearly €30 million in 
rents.  It is worth noting that their 
average rental prices (over €1,600 
per month) are higher than the 
national average, they can do this 
due to their near monopoly control 
of the rental market.

Ires Reit expanded the number 
of properties it owns by 35% this 
year, now owning 3,739 residential 
units.  They claim to have a Net 
Rental Income of nearly 80%, i.e. 
after cost of rental, repairs, bad 
debts etc are deducted.

In total, the top 4 vulture funds 
now own over €4 billion worth of 
property in the state, and thanks 
to their buddies in successive 
Governments, they are “generally 
exempt from corporation tax”.

These vulture capitalists are 
doing very well indeed thank you, 
despite Covid19 restrictions.

In Cork, the average rent 
continues to increase, it is now 
€1,400 in the city and €1,036 in 
the county.  Cork city rents are 
now up with the national average, 
which is €1,412 monthly.

The vulture funds continue to 
buy residential properties, mostly 
at huge discount from banks. 

This is having a devastating 
affect on the price of homes, 
to rent or buy.  The number of 
residential properties available to 

buy has reduced by a massive 22% 
over the last year.

Government facilitated the 
vulture funds and gave them tax 
exemption.  

The banks, who in turn invest 
in vulture funds, have facilitated 
selling off thousands of family 
properties to these same 
‘investors’, it increases their super-
profits at public expense.  

Increased Profits for Landlords - Broken Lives for Families

Last month we reported that the 
new Government has passed more 
laws to help the vulture funds in 
re-possessing homes, and they 
also lifted the ban on evictions that 
applied during the Covid19 crisis.

So, it is sad, but it is no surprise, to 
hear that evictions are happening.

Last month a highly publicised 
illegal eviction, at the behest 
of a vulture and involving the 
Goldman Sachs Bank, evicted 
9 families from apartments in 
Berkley, Dublin.  

A heavy gang arrived dressed in 
black, with masks on and, without 

any court order, dragged residents 
and their property out on the street.  
While this happened members of 
An Garda Síochána were inside 
the property telling residents they 
had no right to be there.  

One Garda said, on video: “I’ve 
told you already, it’s not my 
responsibility if you’re homeless”, 
as they stood by and allowed this 
violation of people’s homes.

The state, the Gardaí and the 
Courts have allowed private 
landlords, vulture funds and banks 
to use boot-boy tactics, in violation 
of the law, and they go without 
answering for it. 

Our state is indeed run to serve 
the rich and powerful.

COVID19
Despite the reported increases in 
Covid19 cases deaths have fallen 
to almost none, whats happening?
The Governments own HIQA 
agency has shown that the official 
1,777 deaths are overstate by over 
600.  Varadkar admitted that deaths 
are counted as Covid19 even when 
no test at all was carried out.
However, the big question to 
answer remains: Why 62% of all 
the deaths occurred in the Care 
Homes, that is 1,100 deaths, in an 
environment grossly neglected. 
Why has our Taoiseach said there 
will be NO public inquiry into 
this?  Do senior citizens lives not 
matter any more?

Why are working people not 
on the streets, arms in hand, 
organising the revolution?

In this edition of THE PEOPLE’S 
PAPER we tell a tale, just a glance, 
of corruption in the corporate 
world and in public administration.

Recently our Taoiseach said that 
the inquiry into Irish Banking 
Resolution Corporation (IBRC) 
is unlikely to conclude this year.  
IBRC was formed from the remains 
of the old Anglo-Irish Bank and 
Irish Nationwide Building Society, 
after they bankrupted us to the 
tune of €30 billion.

In liquidating IBRC its assets 
were sold off; one of them was 
a company called Siteserv who 
owed it €150 million. Handy 
enough, Denis O’Brien purchasesd 
Siteserv for just €45 million, with 
IBRC writing off the remaining 
€105 million debt (our money).  

This nice deal for Mr O’Brien 
was then improved when Siteserv 
was awarded the contracts for 
installing water meters along with 
several other state contracts.

O’Brien is a multi-billionaire, it 
helps to have friends in high places 
- when you need a ‘dig out’.

A Commission of Inquiry was 
setup in 2015 to examine the losses 
of IBRC, so far it is estimated to 

cost up to €70 million – into losses 
of about €105 million – and they 
are not finished yet.  

Of course the usual vested 
interests are all making money, 
about 10 legal firms are involved, 
along with other consultants, and 
they are paid with public money.

Another one: Last year Larry 
Goodman was reported as the 
state’s biggest paid Landlord, 
getting over €8 million every year 
for offices used by Government.  

Goodman is another multi-
billionaire, famous from the Beef 
Tribunal and his buddy Haughey.

Every year the state pays out 
about €100 million in rents to very 
rich people, such as Goodman, 
Michael O’Leary of Ryanair, the 
Dunnes Stores family, developers 
and former banking executives.  

The question is why the state 
doesn’t develop some of its own 
properties rather than paying rent 
to the rich that could be avoided.  

Goodman, in particular, has a 
long history as a leach on society: 
Back in 1990 when he faced a €515 
million bank debt CJ Haughey 
moved to help with a state bailout.

Eventually Goodman cleared 
some of the debts, the balance of 
€250 million due to banks was 
then purchased at a cost of just €40 
million. Why do banks offer such 
write-offs to business, but never to 
ordinary citizens with mortgages?

At the same time he was exposed 
for reboxing rotten meat as EU 
intervention stock, he was accused 
of tax evasion and ‘undue political 

influence’, this became the subject 
of the Beef Tribunal in 1991.

Goodman continues to run the 
Europe’s biggest beef business.

An indication as to the character 
of such billionaires came in 2015 
when Goodman purchased a 
neighbours farm that had been 
repossessed by a vulture fund, no 
scruples got in his way, Captain 
Boycott of the old Land War would 
have been proud of him. 

At the political end the 
corruption and disregard for 
public interests is becoming more 
evident every week.  Whether we 
look at Golfgate, salary increases, 
unaccounted expenses, multiple 
and huge pensions, voting fraud, 
cronyism, lying, cheating etc.  But 
all seems to become ok once the 
offended says they are “sorry”, 
then we must ‘move on’.

An indication of their attitude to 
citizens was seen in this paper last 
month when we showed Minister 
Eamon Ryan (Greens) asleep in 
the Dáil, he had to be woken so he 
could vote against workers rights.  
Well, well, here we go again, Ryan 
has repeated the offence – such 
disrespect for citizens is standard!



Fógraí & Imeachtaí

Celebrating the Flying Columns of the 1920s

CORK BRIGADE REENACTMENT GROUP

facebook.com/CorkBrigade

If you would like to join in please  
phone Tony at 087 9305067

Learn the Bag Pipes?
Tomás MacCurtáin Búíon Piobairí meets every 

Thursday evening at 7.30pm  
at Gael-Taca’s rooms on Sullivan’s Quay, Cork. 

Phone Ger on 087 6594772
facebook.com/TomasMacCurtainPipeBand

An Gorta Mór Memorial Ceremony 
2pm Sunday 13th September

at Reilig na Naomh Uile (Carr’s Hill) 

due to Covid19 we are unable to arrange a bus to the  
event, attendees will have to travel on their own.

hosted by: An Gorta Mór Memorial Project
facebook.com/AnGortaMor

 

Join the parade to Celebrate the Centenary of the 
Capture of Mallow Barracks by the IRA 

CAPTURE OF MALLOW BARRACKS
Parade through town, stopping at site of the 
Barracks & Thomas Davis statue for a rally 

Assemble: 2pm at TESCO car park, 
Mallow, Saturday 26th September

Mallow Independent Republican Commemoration Ctte 
facebook.com/MIRCC1

& Cork’s Independent National Commemoration Committee 
facebook.com/EireSaor

October Events by 
Coiste Neamhspleách Comórtha Náisiúnta 

Volunteer Jeremiah Herlihy  
The Viaduct, County Cork, 4 Deireadh Fómhair 12:30

Volunteer John Connolly 
Kilbrogan, Bandon, Cork, 4 Deireadh Fómhair 14:00

Volunteer Patrick MacNestry  
St Finbarr’s Cemetery, 11 Deireadh Fómhair 13:00

Volunteer Michael Fitzgerald 
Fermoy, Co Cork, 18 Deireadh Fómhair 13:00

Volunteer Joe Murphy 
event is planned by local Ballyphehance Committee

Lord Mayor Terence MacSwiney 
Parade in city, Saturday 24ú Deireadh Fómhair 14:00

September Events by 
Coiste Neamhspleách Comórtha Náisiúnta 

Volunteer Liam Hegarty  
Baile Mhic Íre, 6ú Meán Fómhair 1pm

Volunteer Seamus Quirke  
St Finbarr’s Cemetery, 13 Meán Fómhair 12:00

see facebook.com/EireSaor for full details of the  
Independent National Commemoration Committee

On August 28th Taoiseach Michael 
Martin signed an order imposing the 
EU’s Points System on our fishing 
industry.  

Efforts to impose these rules 
have been ongoing for some years 
and included the EU withholding 
nearly €7 million in funding until 
we complied; with the prospect that 
this would rise to over €30 million 
withheld (this is our own money).

Government has again yielded 
to the bully tactics of the EU and 
continue to sellout our fishing.

The new rules mean that Penalty 
Points can be placed on trawlers, 
their quotas and owners for breaches 
of EU fishing rules, possibly leading 
to fishing license suspension from 
between 2 to 12 months, or even 
withdrawn entirely for repeat 
offences, i.e. taking away one’s 
livelihood, a very serious matter.

We must look at this EU wide 
regulation in context. With Scotland 
leaving the EU because of BREXIT 
Ireland will soon have the only 
valuable fishing ground in Europe.  

Our fish resource is both the largest 
and the richest in the EU.  However, 
since we joined in 1973 successive 
Governments have neglected the 
industry and allowed our ‘friends’ in 
Europe virtually unrestricted access.

The EU makes us share our fishing 
resource BUT other EU states do not 
share their natural resources with us 
(e.g. German coal and steel).

Our EU assigned quota for catching 
our own fish is less than 5% of the 

total, the rest is taken by the EU 
fishing fleet.

So, in this reality, this points 
system is designed to restrict our 
fishing, as has been the practice of 
EU fish regulation up to now.

The rules of the new Penalty Points 
system mean Ireland must regulate 
all fishing inside our 200 mile 
‘exclusive’ limit; this is only called 
exclusive, in reality it is open to all 
EU registered boats.

The rules are strict on Irish owned 
boats: if points are assigned they 
stick immediately, but for foreign 
owned boats the home state is simply 
informed of the penalty,.

The imposition  of points for 
foreign boats will be subject to 
the “discretionary powers of the 
national judge” who will “qualify 
the gravity of the illegal behaviour”.  

In practice, the other EU member 
states do not care what their boats 
do in our seas, they haven’t cared up 
to now and we don’t expect them to 
start caring any time soon.

Understandably then, the fishermen 

Further Devastation for our Fishing Industry
are protesting, but even their own 
organisations are weak in regards to 
such anti-Irish fishing policy.

The South & West Fish Producers 
Orgasnisation should be condemning 
the EU and defending our industry.  

We face even deeper crisis after 
BREXIT, when more foreign fishing 
trawlers come here.  Our Navy cant 
even put crews on ships, 2 are tied 
up in dock for the last 15 months.  

By contrast, the UK has purchased 
5 new vessels to ensure protection of 
its waters from Jan. 1st next.

Lisgoold 
Commemoration

The Independent National 
Commemoration Committee is 
organising events every week to 
mark important centenaries of the 
War of Independence.

At the recent centenary for Óglach 
Seán Ó Buachalla in Lisgoold a 
new publication appeared for the 
first time, the new ‘Cork Fenian 
Society’ launched their journal 
Fiannaidhe Chorcaighe. 

Volunteer Seán Ó Buachalla (age 
25) was coldly murdered by a British 
Army officer while in custody on 
27th August 1920. His brother 
Bartholomew was left for dead, but 
he survived, although left crippled 
for life.  Seán was shot in the heart 
and the same bullet lodged in the 
spine of his brother, they had been 
tied back-to-back in an army lorry.

The brothers were arrested in their 
home, accused of taking part in an 
ambush on British forces a few 
days previous, in which the driver 
was killed and two others soldiers 
wounded.  

Neither Seán nor Bartholomew had 
been involved in the attack, their 
arrest and shooting was a vengeful 
and cowardly act by an enemy 
frustrated and unequal to a fair fight.

Cork City Council’s Chief 
executive took to the media after 
recent flooding to attack the ‘Save 
Cork City’ group, saying that 
they “will object to anything”.  
She attacked the ‘Love the Lee’ 
campaign for exercising their legal 
right to challenge City Hall abuse of 
process in the courts.

In her attack Ms Doherty has 
outrageously claimed that Save 
Cork City were acting regardless 
of “public consultation”, this must 
one of her bad jokes.  The public 
consultation about the Council/
OPW flood defence scheme is a text 
book example of how to avoid and 
dismiss public engagement. 

Council famously excluded 
about 800 objections to their 
Morrison’s Island scheme without 
any consideration, and City Hall’s 
efforts to inform the public were 
almost non-existent.

The Council/OPW scheme is 
to build walls along the riverside 
quays, install huge pumping stations, 
increase the flow rate on the north 
channel, build embankments on 
open river sides etc.  

The project may take up to ten 
years and will turn the city centre 
into a building site for the duration, 
having to re-route traffic, electric, 
gas, data, sewage and water services.  
Disruption to the city will be 
extensive. Existing city businesses 
may close, as if they were not under 

enough pressure due to the closing 
of Patrick Street to traffic and now 
the Covid19 restrictions.  

If the OPW scheme proceeds the 
walls will hide the river from us, 
“the banks of my own lovely Lee” 
won’t be so lovely any more.

The recent storms and flooding 
in west Cork exposed the failed 
strategy being followed by the 
OPW.  Both Skibereen and Bandon 
towns were badly flooded, despite 
the works put in place and € millions 
spent to prevent it.

In their defence the OPW stated: 
“A failure of the OPW scheme 

was not the reason for the flooding 
experienced in Bandon. The 

flooding was caused by the intense 
rainfall and the lack of capacity 

in the surface water and sewerage 
system in the town to convey the 

sheer volume of water.”
Surely these are the very things a 

flood defence should deal with?
The truth is, as testified by 

international experts, that the 
planned flood defences for either 
Cork city or county will not work.

They will not prevent flooding 
and may increase the danger in the 
event of either walls collapsing or 
pumping stations failing.

However, many contractors will 
have a bonanza on public money 
during construction, they will also 
rake in money on the life-time 
maintenance of the walls and pumps.

Another gravy train for the rich 
developers comes into being.

The Council/OPW flood scheme is 
an outrageous waste of public money 
and amounts to official vandalism of 
our city heritage, on a grand scale.

Cork people do ‘Love the Lee’, we  
must develop it, it has huge potential 
for both leisure and business.

Council/OPW Scheme to Enrich the Developers

In Our Seas
• Irish fishing boats are 
continuously targeted for 

inspection, to check quotas, fish 
size, nets and other tackle – 

foreign trawlers are not.
• Fish landed in Ireland by foreign 

trawlers are rarely checked.
• There are convoys of juggernaut 

lorries every morning leaving 
west Cork, full of our fish and 
they are very seldom checked.

• Last month one lorry was found 
with 6,000 live lobster on board, 
many undersize, bound for Spain.
• Super-trawlers, banned from 

almost everywhere else, are 
allowed to operate in our seas 

(our national territory) and 
they are never checked.  Fish is 
caught, processed, packed and 

frozen on board, it is impossible 
to check their catch.

• In the meantime, our fishermen 
and harassed, arrested, deprived 

of quota and their livelihood.


