
Diarmaid Ó CADHLA

Dear Neighbour,

There is a way out, we can have a bright future if we choose it.

The solution starts with our accepting responsibility to do what is  
needed… we must stop voting for any Political Party.  Successive 
Governments have failed us, they have failed our parents, our children and 
grand-children --- the Party system itself has failed us.

Unelected officials and Bankers in Europe decide how we spend our money; 
powerful vested interests in Ireland have their say as well, they agree it between 
themselves.   We are told to accept this way of things, they say “there is no 
alternative”... in effect, our voice is excluded.

The problem is that the people we elect to represent us do not do so. Our TDs 
represent Parties - once elected they impose policy on us. Our electoral system 
has not empowered the citizens, it has been hijacked by private clubs. 

The Political Parties, big or small, old or new, whether so-called ‘left’ or ‘right’, 
have pre-decided the policy questions. Unless we join one of their private clubs, 
and play the ‘game’, then we citizens have no say - Party head-office decides 
everything. Our say is limited to a few minutes every 5 years as we view a ballot 
paper - then we are ignored again... and again, and again.

Regrettably, and at great cost to ourselves, we have continually handed our 
power to Political Parties. Why? the result has not served our country.

To find solutions we have to organise for our own empowerment. We can do 
this one step at a time... we must identify what is blocking us and remove it.

The first step is to STOP voting for any Political Party.  
Use of a Party ‘whip’ means constituents are not represented – the Party is.

I have the experience needed to make the difference; I have shown my 
commitment through years of voluntary service in our community.

I am backed by The People’s Convention (CPPC), the non-Party movement 
committed to the empowerment of the people.  CPPC has led the debate on 
democratic renewal since its foundation in 2010, it needs your support and 
involvement - so I ask for your vote, for myself and for Michael Mohally.

If elected, my promise is that you will be represented.  You will be informed 
and consulted, you will be involved in opening up the path to a brighter future in 
our country. Doing this, to assert the rights of the people, is to pay fitting tribute 
to the Centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising, we owe it to our forefathers.

 Go raibh míle maith agat, 

People must be 
Represented, not any 
Political Party, Banks or 
other vested interests

Mobile 086-3805005                 
facebook.com/diarmaidocadhla  

Twitter: @GraTire  

Vote #1 Diarmaid Ó CADHLA
Vote INDEPENDENT, non-Party

The solution starts here...

Graduate of CIT in Business 
Studies & Marketing, and 
later of UCC in Computer 

Science and Irish 

Successful Business Systems 
Consultant for nearly 30 years, 
in IT & Finance Management 

Secretary/PRO of CPPC, 
The People’s Convention

Leading writer / contributer  
in the ongoing debate for  

Democratic Renewal  
and Empowerment 

Hands-on organiser across a 
range of issues, including Irish 
Water and the anti-democratic 

Political Party ‘whip’ system 

Advocate for the Irish  
language and the NEED for 
national revival in general

Founder & Volunteer  
Manager at Ionad an Phobail, 

the Community Resource 
Centre at 99 Douglas Street

Married, 3 children and 2 
grand-children. Our families 

need us to secure their future, 
we must act now, together.

Vote for the Strong
INDEPENDENT  

> be Represented <



In September Diarmaid Ó Cadhla led the delegation from The People’s Convention to 
present Cork’s Boycott Irish Water Petition, at the time it had over 22,000 names. Despite 
previous rejection, the group was officially received in City Hall, demanding that the people 
be represented. Also presented was a traditional broadsheet version of Jimmy Crowley’s new 
ballad, ‘The Water Campaign’ , it was first performed, and greatly received, at one the CPPC 
organised Boycott Irish Water protest marches.  Copies are available via Ionad an Phobail.

At City Hall: (l-r) Margaret O’Flynn, Theresa Mehegan, John Hayes, Diarmaid Ó Cadhla, 
John Feighery (hidden), Derry Kelleher, Michael Mohally, Joe Terry, Oisín Ó Cadhla, 
Shirley Griffin, Pat Conroy (hidden) and Jenny Mulroy.

Democracy is about Representing the People...  but we are 
effectively excluded by the Party system and its ‘whip’

1916 - 2016  
CENTENARY YEAR
To honour the Irishmen and 

Irishwomen of 1916 we must make a 
reality of the principles for which our 
forefathers laid down their lives – we 
must cherish the children of our nation 
equally, we must have unfettered 
control of our own destiny, we must 
assert our sovereign right.
To do anything less is to disrespect 

the deed that was the Easter Rising.
None of our patriots died so that we 

would be ruled over by Political Party 
clubs or be enslaved to international 
finance or ‘the markets’ – they stood 
for democracy, to free us from chains. 
Democracy means the empowerment 

of the people, it is not a complicated 
question.   
 
 
 

Our Constitution, adopted by 
ourselves in 1937, says that it is the 
right of the people “to decide all 
questions of national policy.”  
In regards to representation, our 

Bunreacht says in 16.2.1 
“Dáil Éireann shall be composed 

of members who represent 
Constituencies”
There is no provision made for the 

representation of any Political Party, 
in fact, they are not even mentioned in 
the Constitution.  Neither is there any 
provision made for TDs to represent 
themselves, our Constituencies are 
supposed to be represented – and that 
requires consultation.
This way of consultation and 

democratic representation is exactly 
what we need, it is up to us to 
implement these provisions of our 
Constitution and make a reality of the 
empowerment of the people.
The first step is to stop voting for 

any Party, only vote for independent 
candidates committed to consultation 
and democratic representation.
Doing this will be a fitting tribute to 

the many generations who have stood 
for the freedom and independence of 
our country - it will give meaning to 
our celebration of the Easter Rising.

O’Donovan Rossa died on 29th June 1915, a parade took place to honour the 
memory of a national hero. It was a colourful celebration and also a restatement 
of what this great Corkman dedicated his life to, i.e. to the Irish people.
O’Donovan Rossa has become more known for the speech delivered at his 

funeral by Pádraig Mac Piarais in August 1915, and his famous words: “but the 
fools, the fools, the fools! - they have left us our Fenian dead, and while Ireland 
holds these graves, Ireland unfree shall never be at peace”. 
These words foretold of the Rebellion to come, a milestone in our national 

development which set-out a clear and bright vision for modern Ireland, in 
which the people would be master of our own destiny and our own resources.

Diarmaid Ó Cadhla led the parade for O’Donovan Rossa’s Centenary, both the city Árd Mhaora 
(Chris O’Leary) & county Mayor (John Paul O’Shea) were invited to represent the people of Cork

The Centenary of O’Donovan Rossa’s death was 
marked as a people’s event - it was not Party political

The People’s Convention are supporting a number of Independent, 
non-Party candidates in different Constituencies, you can  
view them on www.PeoplesCandidates.ie 
Michael has been working out of Ionad an Phobail on issues  
relating to Welfare, Housing and Employment rights.  Michael  
is well known in is home area of Ballyphehane and in  
Mahon where he lives with his wife and family.

Please Give Your #2 Vote to Michael MOHALLY



We need a plan to develop our economy so that it serves us, the people. 
In order to have such a plan we need to discuss:
1. Our reliance on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and its impact.
2. Our dependence on Bond Markets and the Euro, does it help us?
3. Taking control over our natural resources, Fish, Foods, Minerals (Gas/Oil).
4. Domestic Manufacturing, for sustainable wealth creation and employment.
At present these key elements of our economy are controlled outside of Ireland, 

in private boardrooms throughout Europe and the US.
A lot of jobs exist thanks to multi-national companies, but they do not provide 

stability and do not contribute in the same way as domestic enterprise does.  Much 
of the recent job creation we see is based on ‘zero-hour’ contracts and minimum 
wages - young families cannot grow on that. 
We have seen the consequence of foreign companies re-locating to take 

advantage of lower labour costs or to access additional capital grants, often 
assisted in doing so by the EU, e.g. DELL, TalkTalk etc. Both the US and the 
EU have said our country is a haven for hiding corporate profits internationally. 
Most of the largest foreign companies hardly pay tax at all - according to the EU 
Commission Apple may owe us €19 billion, but our Government won’t ask for it!
To be sustainable, development needs to come through our own small enterprises 

and through control and development of our resources in fishing, agriculture and 
minerals - this vast wealth isn’t even considered in the IMF chart (top right).  
Small domestic enterprises are already our biggest employer, they are 

rooted here and should be the focus of our economic planning.
I worked in the SME sector as a consultant for several decades and know the 

talent and skills that exist.  We have the resources, and we have a highly educated 
population with all the skills we need – what is missing is political thinking 
‘outside of the box’.  We need vision to create an economy that provides for 
Ireland - we need only have faith in ourselves and courage to step forward.

Diarmaid Ó Cadhla (on right) was part of 
the group who went to Frankfurt in 2012 to 
demand that the ECB repay the money it  
took from us to pay the losses of private 
banks and nameless Bondholders.  
There is still over €25 billion held in our 
Central Bank waiting to be destroyed 
on instruction from the ECB. Successive 
Governments yielded to demands forcing us 
to pay other people’s gambling debts, near 
€70 billion in total - they had no right!
We need to stop this robbery and assert our 
own strategic national interests - we must 
insist on Ireland’s Way, not the ECB’s Way.

Whose Policy was it for us to 
Pay the Debts of Private Banks?

We Continue to Pay the Losses of Private Banks and 
Bondholders - and we Suffer the Consequences!

“ Our Economy Needs Direction, it Must Serve 
the People ”  ... by Diarmaid Ó CADHLA

We are still paying for the so-called bailout, and our grand-children will be up 
to nearly 2050 - it is far from over. The great give-away continues, and its not 
just hard cash, it is also our fish, gas and oil... every family is paying for it!
Successive Governments have forced us to save the Euro currency – according 

to Eurostat we have paid 42% of ALL the EU’s banking losses to date. 
None of the so-called bailout was even spent in Ireland; none of it was for job 

creation, public sector pay, health, education or welfare services - it was all 
used, 100% of it, to pay Banks and Bondholders - to pay market speculators.
Instead of being filled with the enthusiasm of life, earning a real wage and the 

dignity of contributing to their own society, our state has driven young people 
out. Opportunities in education have been cut through high fees; welfare for 
young people has been cut; exploitative job schemes carry little prospects for 
young couples and families - this policy forces our school leavers and graduates 
into emigration ... this is ‘recovery’?!
Paying the Banks has resulted in senior citizens living with fear and anxiety, 

rather than with the dignity and respect due to people who have spent a lifetime 
contributing.  What our senior citizens built is now being given away, with 
no thanks. The basic Pension may be intact, but the costs drawing on it are 
increasing - prescriptions, health/home care, telephone, refuse, heat, ESB etc.
Are any lessons learned? Is the property bubble coming back? Why the rental 

crisis? Why the homelessness? Continuing evidence of corruption across the 
Party elite, back-room deals and double-speak tells us to expect more of the 
same. We CITIZENS must learn the lessons... stop voting for ANY Party!
We have a journey to go, I need your vote. Lets take the first steps together?

The EU takes 90% of our fish, when  
will Germany share it’s coal & steel?



I would like to encourage you to support the Boycott of Irish 
Water - because it is the right thing to do.  With The People’s 
Convention, I have been one of the main organisers of the 
Boycott campaign in Cork, the protest marches, meetings, 
posters, flyers etc.

Government policy to impose water charges is wrong because it is not in 
accordance with the general will of the people – this has been shown repeatedly, 
through mass protest and non-payment of bills.  

The issue of Water Charges has come to represent all the grievances that people 
feel in the current crisis – be that in the economic collapse, emigration, lack of 
adequate health care, housing, employment or cuts in welfare services – or in the 
bailout of private Banks and Bondholders at our expense.  

Irish Water also reminds us of the waste, the vulgar salaries, the rampant 
corruption and back-room deals that take place.  

We are powerless in many circumstances, but on this issue we can assert our 
right, and I encourage you to do so.  If not too late, you can refuse the installation 
of a meter, either way, I ask you to support the non-payment Boycott. 

We already pay for water services, we always have, there has been no ‘fairy 
godmother’ doing it for us – we citizens pay for everything in our country.

 Yes, investment in the infrastructure is needed, but, in practice, meters are 
creating more leaks, not repairing them.  The investment required should come 
from general taxation, not from privatising our abundant natural resource.

The majority of citizens have taken a stand and are refusing to pay this unjust 
charge, we should all stand together, united - it is important.

To me, it is a question of democracy, does the will of the people count for 
anything?  Are we to be consulted about the decisions made in your name?

Since when did we agree to Government by spin, bribes, threats and even 
lies? (ref: Pat Rabbitte “what you do during an election”, and other senior 
Ministers making excuses for false promises and half-truth).

Government has no right to impose policy against the wishes of the people, but 
that is what they are doing, Irish Water demonstrates this.

Each of us has individual responsibility to do the right thing.  

We have a duty to ourselves and to the coming generations, to our children and 
grandchildren, to take a stand for what is right.

My family has refused to allow the installation of a water meter at our home, 
and we will not be paying the charge - it is a matter of principle.

Over 24,000 in Cork have 
signed so far, JOIN IN! 
You can still sign the 

petition by sending an 
SMS text message  

with the word  

‘WATER’  
to 51444  

followed by your Name  
& Street / townland

Privatisation is not the 
Policy of the People...

Sign the Petition
Boycott Irish Water

PERSONAL STATEMENT ON IRISH WATER

Ionad an Phobail has become an important 
Resource Centre in the Boycott of Irish 
Water. Here Tony Kelly and Eddie Walsh 
enjoy the craic, while discussing events of 
the day. The office is a hub for community 
groups and an advice centre on Welfare, 
Housing and Employment Rights.

The late Tony Kelly (inset) helped setup Ionad an Phobail with Diarmaid (above) 3 years ago. 
Tony was well known throughout Cork, especially to those who worked in the construction trades, 
he stood up for the people all his life, right to his last day. Tony was committed to his country and 
his family, he is missed. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam uasal. Maith thú, Tony! His spirit is with us.


